CHAPTER IV
THE STRUGGLE WITH FRANCE FOR OVERSEAS EMPIRE,
1714-1763
L the first round.  the war of the austrian
succession, 1714-1748
in accordance with invariable British practice after a war, the
army, at the earliest possible moment after the conclusion of
hostilities with France in 1713, was drastically reduced.   The
established strength, which under Marlborough had attained a
maximum figure of 200,000, fell in 1714 to 30,000 ; which, after
a temporary increase of 6000 owing to the Jacobite rising next
year, further declined till, in 1719, it touched the hopelessly
inadequate level of 12,000,   Not till the accession'to office of
Walpole was the figure permanently fixed at 18,000 men—few
enough in all conscience to ensure the security of the realm
against internal disorder and invasion by Jacobite or foreign
troops; nor can it be said that what the army lacked in numbers
was compensated for by exceptional military quality.   The
officers were insubordinate, slack and corrupt; the men,
recruited largely from the dregs of the people, could only be
controlled by the most ferocious and brutal punishments;
desertion and fraudulent enlistment were crimes common to
the point of scandal; and the ill-feeling between the undis-
ciplined troops and their overbearing officers on the one hand,
and the war-weary and suspicious civil population on the other,
was so bitter as to form a serious menace to public order.   The
system—or lack of system—by which the garrisons in Britain's
outlying possessions were maintained involved the unfortunate
units concerned in interminable exile in unhealthy foreign
lands, without hope of. relief for many years, if at all; and
short-sighted economy was the order of the day in all offices
concerned with military equipment and administration.   It is
doubtful if at any period of our history the lot of the average
soldier has been as pitiable, or the level of efficiency and morale
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